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(Formerly "Abstract of Sanitary Reports.") 

Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. — Published in accordance with act 

of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XI. Washington, D. C, January 24, 1896. No. 4.' 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report of Passed, Assistant Surgeon Smith on the prevalence of smallpox in 

Crittenden County, Ark. 

Memphis, Tenn., January 19, 1896. 
Sir: I have inspected part of Crittenden County, Ark., in county 
between Marion and Vincent. There are 24 cases of smallpox in 4 house- 
holds ; 9 recovered, 5 died, 7 convalescent, 3 recent mild cases ; no health 
officer; local physicians will not visit cases; 4 families require quaran- 
tine; can best be quarantined on plantations; county judge will coop- 
erate and maintain quarantine; believe this is the best method to 
prevent spread of infection to Tennessee; vaccinated many yesterday, and 
will continue ; shall not know whether there are other infected spots till 
ground is gone over. All places are difficult of access and work is slow ; 
have to make Memphis headquarters ; ask authority to purchase disin- 
fectants and to employ assistant physician here if other infected locali- 
ties are found. 

A. C. Smith, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, M. H. S. 

"Washington, D. C, January 20, 1896. 
Your action approved. You are authorized to purchase disinfectants 
and employ assistant physician if necessary. * * * 

Wyman, 
Dr. Smith, Surgeon- General M. H. S. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, M. M. S., Memphis, Tenn. 

Washington, D. C, January 18, 1896. 

Sir : I inclose herewith for your information a copy of a letter of the 

16th instant from the secretary and executive officer of the Tennessee 

State board of health relative to the epidemic of smallpox in Tennessee 

and Arkansas. You are directed, if necessary, to include in your 
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inspection Pemiscot County, Mo., which is said by the letter to adjoin 
Mississippi County, Ark. 
Respectfully, yours, 

Fairfax Irwin, Surgeon, M. R. S., 
By direction of Supervising Surgeon- General M. H. S. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon A. C. Smith, Memphis, Tenn. 

[Inclosure. ] 

Nashville, January 16, 1S96. 
Sir : Thanks for your prompt attention to the request of the Tennessee State board 
of health, as shown by your telegram of 13th instant. 

The following copy of a communication from the secretary of the State board of 
health of Missouri throws light upon the origin of the outbreak in Arkansas : 

"Kansas City, Mo., December 26, 1895. 

" Dear Doctor : Yours of the 20th instant received. In reply, I wish to say that I 
have received no official notification of smallpox now said to be existing in St. Louis. 
You can get correct information by addressing a letter to Max Starkloff, M. D. , health 
commissioner, St. Louis, Mo. 

"Regarding the report of an outbreak at Cottonwood Point, I will say that I was 
notified of the existence of the disease in Pemiscot County, where Cottonwood Point is 
situated, some time in September. The prosecuting attorney wrote me, and I at once 
advised him to have the county court appoint a county health officer to look after the 
epidemic and to notify me who the officer was. It seems that the officer was appointed, 
but I was not notified until recently, and then not officially. The health officer wrote 
me for instructions, and stated that they had had 69 cases of smallpox. Letter did not 
say whether or not the epidemic was raging. The health officer also stated that there 
had been 16 deaths from smallpox. I have written him to-day for farther facts, and if 
he changes his report I will notify you. 

We have had smallpox in several places in our State during the year, but I know of its 
existence at no other place now except in Pemiscot County. Many times this year, when 
the disease has broken out, I have been besieged with letters from doctors, self-appointed 
health officers, and irresponsible persons who, in a great many instances, founded their 
statements to me on rumor and not on fact. In this way proclamations of quarantine 
were sometimes sent to persons who did not know what to do with them. The Board 
then adopted a rule by which the county courts were to appoint a health officer or a 
county board of health, and at once advise this office. In Pemiscot County an officer was 
appointed, but I was not notified until the officer wrote me himself recently. This is 
why I can not be positive about the information I have given you. When I make a 
report of the epidemics we have had during the year I will send you a copy. 

"Very truly, yours, Willis P. King, M. D., 

J. Berrien Lindsley, M. D., "■Secretary." 

Secretary and Executive Officer State Board of Wealth, Nashville, Tenn. 

Pemiscot County, Mo., joins Mississippi County, Ark., and is on the opposite side of 
the river from Dyer and Lake counties, Tenn. 

Yery respectfully, J. Berrien Lindsley, 

Secretary and Executive Officer State Board of Health. 
Supervising Surgeon-General M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Arkansas. 

Little Rock, Ark., January IS, 1896. 

Sir : I have the honor to report as follows concerning smallpox in 
Arkansas : 

Since my last report the disease has appeared at Widener, St. Francis 
County, where there is 1 case. Two cases have been reported at 
Mayflower, Faulkner County, 20 miles northwest of Little Rock. 
There are 6 cases in the country 6 miles west of Conway, Faulkner 
County, 30 miles from Little Rock. No new cases are reported at 
Argenta (North Little Rock), or elsewhere in this State. The cases at 
Mayflower and in the country near Conway, are traceable to the same 



